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Tamil New Year Program

Saturday, April 15, 2006, 6:00 PM

Tallahassee, FL 32310

Story narration by Master Vivek Somasundaram

The Serpent and the Rat

A snake-charmer once caught a serpent and put it into a bamboo
basket. Then he caught a rat and put it into the basket to feed the
serpent. When the serpent came near the rat, it said "Please spare my
life. I can free you and then you can go out eat bigger rats than me"

The serpent agreed.

Then the rat gnawed a hole in the basket and escaped through it. The
serpent escaped next. It went looking for the rat to eat him. But the
rat hid inside a hole. The serpent called out to the rat, "Why do you
runaway from me? [ am your friend. Please come out!" The rat
replied, "No way! You will eat me. You are not my friend. You are
my enemy". "A snake and rat can never be friends".

The serpent then left to look for another rat to eat.

Moral: Friendship can only be between equals.

Adapted from: Amar Chitra Katha Volume 622 "The Tiger and the Woodpecker and Other
Stories".



